Period of Trial and Hope
to American political leadership. Jordan's extreme fear of becom-
ing a pawn of the Great Powers and a battleground in the East-
West conflict was typical of the attitudes of other Arab states,
and this became apparent to the United States a few monhs later
in the case of Syria.
During the summer of 1957, pro-Nasser and pro-Soviet groups
in the Syrian army seized control of the government. At the same
time, Syria began to receive substantial Soviet military and eco-
nomic aid. Though Syria's neighbours were concerned at the ex-
tension of communist influence in Syria, they refused to coope-
rate with the United States in bringhg political or economic pres-
sure on her. The reason for this was the determination of the Arab
states to stand united against foreign pressure of any sort. Since
Syria's leftward conversion had been accomplished without the
force of arms, military counter measures were also not legally
justifiable. There was, however, an apprehension that Russia might
instigate Syria against Turkey. The United States therefore issued
a warning that it would defend Turkey. Fortunately, the war
scare died down quickly and in February 1958, Egypt and Syria
formally joined together and formed the United Arab Republic
(UAR).9 This was hailed as a prelude to complete Arab unity.
The Syrian case had shown that Secretary of State Dulles* pre-
diction that communism could not gain a permanent foothold in
the Middle East without the use of armed force was wrong and
the Eisenhower Doctrine was a blunt tool to deal with communist
subversion. After the formation of the United Arab Republic,
the United States' hold on the Arab world weakened rapidly and
she realized that her major difficulties in the region stemmed from
a The formation of the United Arab Republic meant that Nasser's pro-
Russian, pan-Arab nationalism had gained in prestige and that he was in
a better position to bring his influence to bear on Lebanon, Jordan and
Iraq. Events in the Middle East proved this to be correct. Middle Eastern
Affair* vol. 10, May, 1959, p. 184.
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